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JS a sex women are ready and willing

to serve their country and their fellow
citizens by taking their places in the jury
box. British authors may rail at the indecencyand unpleasantness to which they
may be subjected in the trial of certain
cases, but few women will flinch if civic
duty calls.

One or two of those interviewed for
the purpose of learning the consensus do
cling to the old fashioned anti-suffragist
notions about women holding themselves
aloof from and closing their ears to the
details of life's many tragedies as told on
the witness stand. But their number is
few.

The others, who are in the great majority,advance the opinion that a mixed
gathering in a jury box would become a
tactor in tne destruction or tne aouoie
standard of morals.

Limit the jury women, for the present,
to married women, suggests another. It
would make it less embarrassing in the
case of a divorce trial. Still another
feminine voters pooh-poohs this suggestionand advocates calling only mature
women to jury service.

Almost every woman questioned on
the subject, which has aroused such feelingin England, where six women sat with
six men in the jury box during the bearingof a divorce case where the counsel
for one side declared he had had to suppressa part of the evidence because of
the presence of the women, expressed herselfas willing to serve whenever called
upon. These women, representing the variouspolitical parties and club activities,
point with pride to the State of New
Jersey, which has already called its recentlyenfranchised for hearing of both
civil and criminal actions.

Men whose opinions were asked, includingJustices of the Supreme Court,
magistrates and prominent lawyers, differedin their views as to the advisability
of women serving on juries in criminal
cases.

In a bigamy case tried recently in
JTntrlonrl the* rl nnrlant nhif»rtf*r1 tn hawintr
/our women on the jury and his objection
was upheld. In replacing the women

jurors by men the Judge said the objectionto women and his action in upholdingit should not be taken as a slight to
the sex.

MISS HELEN VARIGK BOSWELL,
associate chairman of the RepublicanCounty 'Committee, looks forwardto the time when Nw York State

women will be eligible for Jury duty.
"There le no reason why women should not

assume this responsibility," she said, "but

only women of mature age should serve.

It would not be right to summon immature
girls. Women oould thus be used to great
advantage in the operation of our laws.
Women should be willing to serve the State
In this way. First try them In the civil
courts and then call them for service in the
criminal courts..
"Women Jurors have acquitted themselves

with credit in New Jersey. The Judge and
the attendants and the counsel were full
of praise for their first efforts in rendering
a verdict.

"I don't see that a divorce trial should
mnlre nntr difference In the selection nf n

jury. It la Just as fair to have a divorce
case tried by six men and alx women as bytwelvemen. As there mast be a woman
In every divorce case, why should not womensit In judgment? And If there is a corespondent,this person may or may not be
a woman, so why should not a representativeof that person's sex be called upon to
assist In determining the merits of the
case?"

Mrs. Shuler Sees No Reason
To Draw Line on Divorce Cases

Mrs. Prank E. Shuler of the National
American Woman Suffrage Association said
that one reason for having women on juriesis the fact that women are constantly
being thrown with men; they work with
men In office buildings; they are associated
with them at borne, as fathers, brothers
or husbands, and they meet them everywhere."But I have an Idea we will get to
that gradually," she said. "It is always
that way with any change. Women will
begin by serving on juries composed entirelyof their own sex and when they have
acquired experience they will be asked to
serve on mixed juries.

"Tor generations the world has believed In
the doable standard of morals and that
men were ever so much worse than women.
That Is taken for granted. Yet there are
almost as many decent minded men as

women. A man must sow his wild oats.
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A woman, not being permitted this liberty,
gains a keener moral sense.
"Why a divorce trial should be any more

shocking to a woman than to a man I cannotunderstand. There are murder trials
where the evidence produced is equally unpleasant.Why draw the line at divorce?"
Miss Laura Skinner, member of the

women's executive committee of the RepublicanState Committee, Is not ready to
see women occupying a place In the jury
box. "I look upon women as competent to
serve on juries of any kind," she declared,
"but do they want to be called on to decide
all sorts of cases? I deplore the fact that
If they serve at all they must come In contactwith crime and divorce. Men and
women are equals mentally, but not physl-

cally. Even in my suffrage arguments, and
I have been a suffrage worker, I never
believed that women should be subjected
to the nervous experiences that men are."
Mrs. Lillian R. Sire, president of the

Women's Democratic Political League, believesthat women are just as capable of
judging cases as men. "I do not think
that anything occurs in the world of affairs
that is too delicate a matter for women
to understand. Only rot exists In the darknessand when It is brought out into the
light It is killed. It Is a mistake to keep
women in lguornnce for fear a little knowledgewill harm them.
"Women always take the moral side of

any question. We are supposed to have
much more backbone than men, greater
moral stamina. Then If we have why
should it not he made useful to the State
through Jury service, even In crime and
divorce trials?"

Miss Mary Wood, chairman of the legislativecommittee of the New York City
Federation of Women's Clubs, feels that
women should be called to their full responsibilitiesand serve on a Jury whenever
summoned. "I have looked up all the state-
ments published about the way women
have acquitted themselves In the Jury box
and the majority of the Judges speak very
highly of the new Jurors." she said.
"Women wanted the vote and now they
have It and with Its possession should come
a fuller knowledge and participation In the
affairs of the State.

"There la one point I think needs some
consideration by Judges, Jurors, clerks and
others connected with the courts, nnd that
Is providing special rooms for women where
the Jury has to go over the evidence offered
In a case far Into the night or when the
Jury Is locked up. It might he embarrassing
to have a mixed Jury In such Instances.
Though It Isn't any worse for men and
women to sit up all night fighting over a

verdict than at a Jnrr. cafe."
Mrs. John Booth, first vice-president of

the New Tork State Federation Of Women's
Clubs, Is thoroughly In sympathy with the
movement to place women in the Jury box.
"There Is no part of the duties of citizenshipwomen should try to evade," she declared."They should not hesitate to serve
nnd should welcome a change of legislation
which would make women eligible for Jury
service In this State."

Mrs. Oeorgc H. Chllds. president of the
Women's Democratic Club, declared that
she Is anxious to serve on Jury. "We
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wanted the vote," she said, "and now are
we going to sit down complacently Rnd let
the other voters go and serve in our places?
Every woman should be compelled to serve
when summoned, except, of course, where
there are special reasons for excusing her.
It's a flfty-flfty arrangement that we

wanted; now let us accept it If it is offered
to us. I believe in insisting that women

serve in all cases and on mixed juries when
desired, not barring divorce or murder.
The day hns gone by when we can hide behindthe men and let them assume our responsibilities.
"To limit the service to married women

would not be following the free spirit of
America. Limit those who serve to women
of mature age, say, possibly a woman
m Ml.

Annette Abbot Adams Would
Accept Jurors Regardless of Sex

Annette Abbot Adams, first woman to
hold the important position of Assistant
Attorney-General of the United Stntes, believesthat sex has no place In the court
room. It Is her opinion that since the extensionof the suffrage to women has placed
them on an equal footing politically with
men there Is no reason why there should
not be mixed Juries of men and women, regardlessof whether the cases be murder,
divorce or others Involving more serious
moral and sex questions.
"Mixed Juries," said Mrs. Adnms In responseto a question by a New York Heraldcorrespondent, "certainly If they come

that way. Take them as they come out
of the box, whether they be all men, all
women or mixed. A Juror Is a 'person,'
not a male or female.
"As to this moral Issue In mixed Juries

that Is being waved like a red flag, I think
that it Is all piffle. I don't believe anybody'smorals are going to be ruined by
facing facts together. And besides, parlor
talk doesn't lenve many fresh shocks for
the Jury room."
A quizzical expression come over Mr*.

Adams's face as she added that you couldn't
keep the women ont of the court room anyway.If they were carefully "protected"
out of the Jury box. yon would find them
as defendant, plaintiff or on the witness
stand and always In the audience till the
Judge put them out.

Mrs. Adams believes that, since we live
In a mixed world of men and women, the
only way to get a really representative Jury
la to mix It
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"Not that the mixing should be compulsory,"said Mrs. Adams. "It would be Inadvisableto have any regulations at all as

to how many men or how many women

there shall be on any Jury. That would emphasizeagain the thing that I have steadfastlyopposed, privately and publicly.sex In
citizenship. The number of men or women

on any specific Jury should be left to work
Itself out, subject to the usual weeding by
challenges, peremptory or otherwise. There
Is no more necessity for stipulating the proportionof men and women than the proportionof professional men to day laborers, or

native born to naturalized."
Nor does Mrs. Adnms believe In special

exemptions or privileges for women talesmen.She successfully opposed the Incor-
poratlon of any snch In the amendment to
the California Constitution which was necessaryIn order to make women ellglhle to
Jury duty. Nor would she grant the validityof any practical objections to mixed
Juries In cnses which required locking up
the Jury over night
"The way this Is handled In California,"

she said, "Is for the Sheriff to go out and
pet n suite of rooms at a hotel. Then he
locks all doors communicating and otherwiseand keeps the keys. And I never
heard that It made any difference to the
Sheriff whether he locked up men or women
In the respective rooms. Besides, the cases
that necessitate keeping juries locked np
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'very kind of case tried to a jury,
serve together with men as jurors.

tper conduct of the ordinary triil
gent jurors. Having women serve
the number of intelligent citizens
frue because, with the exception of
omen of education and intelligence
Tien of equal education and intelliromenfor jury service unless some

teir use.
been confined wholly to criminal
t from the use of women on mixed
hich the women have failed to cois.We do not, in Ohio, try divorce
/omen in cases involving robbery,
extremely attentive and follow the
t. The men jurors have commented
general the women who have served
excellent satisfaction.
FLORENCE E. ALLEN.
Common Pleas, Cleveland. Ohio.

over night are comparatively few and far
between."

"I not only believe In Jury duty for
women as a civic duty, only too sadly neglectedby men," added Mrs. Adams, "but

Men of Bench and B;
JUSTICE DANIEL F. COMALAN of the

Supreme Court of New York County
took the position that tbe sense of

chlvulry which Is shown toward women

would prevent their being compelled to l»el<«ngto Juries before which salacious divorce
cases are being discussed.

'inasmuch," he continued, "as in New
York 8tate there Is only one ground for
divorce.that of Infidelity.every divorce
case must have what may be Interpreted
as an element of salaclousness. On that
account a woman might well oak to be excusedfrom serving on such a Jury on the
ground of sex."
There are cases, In the opinion of the

Justice, however, In which women could
serve as Jurors with men without being
placed In any embarrassment.

Frederic R. Coudert Favors
Juries to Include Women

Frederic R. Coudert, a distinguished
member of the Bar of this city, who has
also had a wide experience abroad, said
that women ss they came Into all the reI
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because of its wonderful educational value
to the womgn themselves."
Mrs. Axel 0. Ihlseng, president of the

Century Theatre Club, gave her views as

follows: x

"To me it seems so perfectly absurd that
there should be any objection to women

serving on juries that I cannot understand
the point of view of the opposition. Women
have to take their place in the world, they
have to face life and death, the care of the
home, the rearing of children, side by side
with men, so why not look In the same

straightforward way at their responsibilitiesof citizenship? It's just mawkish sentiinentaltyto disapprove of women as jurors.
"I would not accept for jury service

girls or boys Just out of high school. Lawyersund Judges have the privilege of exercisingsome control over the ]>ersonnel of
the Jury. They could use the same discriminatorypower in the case of women.
I'd serve If I were called."
Mrs. Jennnette G. Brill, president of the

Brooklyn Women's Bar Association, has
publicly expressed herself on the subject
of women jurors. She points out some of
the objections advanced in this State to
women being called upon for such service,
saying the opposition is found almost entirelyup State. The legislators from those
districts say they are opposed because it
would foe dimcuit Tor tne rnrmers wives

to leave home and travel i>erhaps a long
distance to the county sent for Jury service.
These legislators are suggesting that a bill
to remove the restriction In this State
against women Jurors should be so worded
as to make It a permissive measure.

Mrs. Brill ndvunees the argument in favor
of Jury service by women that It wonld
prove vastly educational. "In the first
place." says Mrs. Brill, "Jury service would
broaden their legal knowledge, and this
would he helpful In their everyday dealings
with tradesmen, landlords and others.
Mothers with court exjterlenre would learn
to he far more careful of their young daughters.Having had exnmples before their
own eyes they would realize better some

of the dangers that besot the path of the
young girl."

ar Give Their Views
sponnihilities of citizenship could hardly expectto escape jury duty. Whether or not
they server! with those of their own sex or

with men Jurors seemed to him Immaterial.
Their presence In divorce cases would lie
expected, In that often In such cases women

appeared as parties to the action or a*

giving testimony.
"Domestic Infidelity exists." be continued,

"and It Is honnd to come to the notice of the
tribunals. Why, then, should not women
of proper aire and high intelligence, who
have so Intimate a knowledge of thoae matterswhich affect the home, be called u|>on
to pass upon such matters?

"It Is n false standard and one of pruderywhich we hnve Inherited from another
state of society which dlctntes any other
oAiiron Tltn I n Has rnthnr In tho

attempted concealment, In the disguising of
fact* of elementary social life rather th*
In their frank discussion, especially when
necessary to effect Justice nnd to bring
about a better state of affairs.
"The much studied Ignoring of the soContinued

on Fifth Paff*.


